
    In line with the Ministry of Planning and 
Administrative Development (MoPAD) 
guidelines, the agricultural community in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip (WBGS)  is devel-
oping its own “Shared Vision”, which will 
include strategic options and intervention 
priorities, with the aim of reducing vulner-
ability of farmers and herders to the effects of 
socio-economic, political and climatic prob-
lems. Through an intensive consultative proc-
ess, led by the Ministry of Agricul-
ture (MoA) and supported by FAO, 
the sector is formulating a new 
strategy or “Shared Vision” in order 
to adapt to emerging challenges. 
This process engages all actors in-
cluding PA-line ministries, UN 
agencies, national and international 
NGOs, the private sector, local 
community representatives and do-
nors, to devise the strategy which 
will feed into the new cycle of the 
Palestinian Development Plan 
(PDP) 2011-2013. Tailored, in-
depth sub-sector reviews are being 
prepared by top-notched local ex-
perts in order to enrich the strategy 
and help the MoA properly position 
itself as the state actor, and hence 
identify its mandate and capacity 
building needs, in a participatory 
approach.  
TORs have been developed to ad-
dress the  four key pillars of the 
agricultural sector : 1) plant produc-
tion; 2) livestock; 3) land and water 
management; and 4) agricultural services.    

In addition, FAO has been providing the techni-
cal support to MoA in its efforts to strengthen 
its capacity for efficient planning and service 
delivery to the agricultural sector. In this frame-
work, as kick-off start, TORs for national and 
international consultancies have  been devel-
oped to assess the MoA capacity building 
needs, priorities and approaches to be followed.  
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F A O ’ S  R O L E  I N  
E M E R G E N C I E S :  

• PROTECT– We protect 

the most vulnerable 
households from basic 
food insecurity and long-
term reliance on food aid 

• RESTORE—We restore 
the food security, local 
food production capacity, 
coping mechanisms, rural 
livelihoods and self-
sustainability of rural 
communities 

• ENHANCE—We enhance 

agricultural, livestock and 
fisheries production for a 
quick and lasting recovery 

 Current Donor partners: 

One of the consultative workshops on the formulation of the 
“shared vision” for the development for the agricultural sec-
tor.  Nablus. September 7, 2009 FAO 
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FAO, as the agriculture 
sector lead agency, suc-
cessfully brought to-
gether 45 stakeholders 
from across the WBGS 
to develop a cohesive 
response plan that ad-
dresses the critical issues fac-
ing the sector. As coordina-
tion efforts were centrally 
located in the West Bank, a 
specialized workshop was 
held in Gaza to focus on the 
special concerns afflicting the 
Gaza Strip’s vulnerable agri-
culture communities and live-
lihoods. After agreeing upon a 
Sector Response Plan, agen-
cies submitted project propos-
als which were vetted through 
a panel consisting of represen-
tative stakeholders, namely 
FAO, Ministry of Agriculture 
(MoA), United Nations De-
v e lo p me n t  P r og r a mme 

(UNDP), Applied Research 
Institute – Jerusalem (ARIJ) 
representing the Palestinian 
NGO Network (PNGO), 
and ACTED as chair of the 
Association of International 
Development Agencies 
(AIDA) Agriculture Sub-
committee (ASC). In total, 
44 projects worth USD 45 
million were approved 
through the vetting panel 
and submitted for review by 
the Humanitarian Coordina-
tor. Building upon the suc-
cess of previous years, FAO 
organized the agriculture 
sectors’ coordination struc-

ture for the humanitarian Con-
solidated Appeals Process 
(CAP) 2010. The CAP is a 
funding mechanism led by UN 
Agencies, with overall man-
agement conducted by the UN 
Office for the Coordination of 
H u m a n i t a r i a n  A f f a i r s 
(OCHA), which produces a 
single document to guide do-
nors’ assistance. The CAP also 
complements other national 
development strategies includ-
ing the Palestinian Reform and 
Development Plan (PRDP). 
Full participation of the na-
tional authorities and the NGO 
community, both international 
and local, are key elements 
towards identifying the sec-
tor’s strategic humanitarian 
priorities. The CAP will be 
launched in December 2009 
by the Secretary-General, Ban 
Ki-Moon.  

FAO  Leads Agriculture Sector in the CAP 
 One of the CAP 2010 session 

World Food Day 2009  
On 16 October, FAO focused 
the world’s attention to food 
insecurity and hunger as one 

of the most 
pressing issues 
affecting the 
poor today. 
The global 
e c o n o m i c 
slump, low 
investment and 
productivity of 
a g r i c u l t u r e , 
water scarcity, 
high popula-

tion growth, abnormally high 
food and fuel prices are all 

food insecurity in the world. 
FAO-Jerusalem organized local 
events to raise awareness of the 
food insecurity crisis that af-
flicts 25% Palestinians in the 
West Bank and 60.5% in the 
Gaza Strip (SEFSec, FAO/
WFP, 2009). An exhibition of 
products made by rural women 
was held in the Gaza Strip for 
the second year to highlight the 
talents and hard-work of Pales-
tinian women in agriculture 
(see page 1for more details and 
photos). The World Food Pro-
gram (WFP) coordinated a 
celebration of the opening day 
of school feeding programmes 
at the Almanshiya   

School in Bethlehem.  Dr. Az-
zam Saleh, Senior Agriculture 
Advisor to FAO spoke at the 
opening, as did the Assistant 
Deputy Minister of MoEHE  
and the Italian Cooperation. 
The Italian Cooperation, in 
cooperation with FAO, organ-
ized an event at their offices in 
Jerusalem to promote products 
made by Italian NGOs working 
in the field of agriculture and 
food security in WBGS.             
These events emphasized the 
critical role of agriculture in 
regaining secure access to food 
during times of crisis. 

16 October 2009 Bethlehem  
FAO speaks on  World Food Day  
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The November release of FAO’s So-
cioeconomic and Food Security Moni-
toring System (SEFSec) in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip is the first, be-
yond ad hoc surveys and analyses in a 
now regular monitoring of the food 
security situation in the WBGS. SEF-
Sec monitors income expenditure, 
consumption levels and the impact of 
specific constraints, 
such as the separation 
barrier in West Bank 
and the Operation 
“Cast Lead” in Gaza 
Strip. Main findings: 

• 25 percent of West 
Bank households are 
food insecure and an 
additional 11 percent 
are vulnerable to food 
insecurity. 
• 31 percent of West Bank house-
holds had received assistance in the 
last six months of 2008. 
• The total value of the assistance 
needed to cover the aggregate con-
sumption gap of food insecure house-
holds in the West Bank is USD 
579,224 per day. 
• Households which remained food 
insecure, even after receiving assis-
tance, are unable to fully cover their 
basic needs as their own income and 

humanitarian assistance leave a significant 
gap. 
• Food insecure households who reported 
that they did not receive any assistance 
have a higher proportion of their daily basic 
needs covered by income. 
• Irregular wage work (41%) is the highest 
source of income for food insecure house-
holds. 
• 60.5 percent of Gaza households are food 

insecure and an 
additional 16.2 
percent are vul-
nerable to food 
insecurity. 
• 76 percent of 
Gazan house-
holds had re-
ceived assis-
tance within the 
first six months 
of 2009. 
• Only 1% of 

the food insecure are exclusively decreas-
ing the quantity of food they purchase 
(indicates that food insecure households 
who have not cut back on the quantity 
prefer to cut back on the quality and 
the majority of food insecure house-
holds who have already reduced on the 
quantity and can no longer do so and 
are cutting back on the quality). The 
majority of the Gazan households are 
unable to ensure their own food secu-
rity. Humanitarian assistance is only 
able to protect most households from 

food shortage, pushing Gazans into aid 
dependency in the absence of income 
and employment opportunities.  
• Irregular wage work (38%) and self 
employment (21%) are the highest 
source income for food insecure house-
holds.  
The SEFSec database supports in-depth 
analyses to address improved program-
ming and is accessible to all interested 
agencies. SEFSec was conceptualized 
three years ago with the aim to institu-
tionalize comprehensive food security 
monitoring as part of the work of the 
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 
(PCBS). The findings of SEFSec will 
be shared online on the websites of the 
Office for the Coordination of Humani-
tarian Affairs (OCHA), the Local Aid 
Coordination Structure (LACS) and 
Agricultural Projects Information Sys-
tem (APIS), to inform and direct food 
security programming and the work of 
the humanitarian sector. The next SEF-
Sec survey is scheduled for January/
February 2010.  

 Results of FAO/WFP SEFSec Report for West Bank and Gaza Strip Re-

Regional IPM Project and the Farmers Field Schools  2009 

Since 2004, Farmers Field Schools 
have been operating in the West 
Bank (such schools have since ceased 
in the Gaza Strip from 2007) and 
have been funded by the FAO special 
trust fund, ‘Food Safety and Food 
Security’, funded by the Italian gov-
ernment. The goal of the Integrated 
Pest Management (IPM) project is 
three fold; 1) to reduce pesticide use 
in agricultural crops; 2) protect the 
environment and; 3) reduce hazards  

For both farmers and consumers.  
The Farmers’ schools exchange and 
transfer skills and knowledge with the 
end result of improved crop quality with 
fewer pesticides, yielding lower invest-
ment costs in product inputs as pesti-
cides make up approximately 50 percent 
of input costs. 
In 2009 28 schools have been estab-
lished, making a total of 35 Farm 
schools in the West Bank, with over 500 
farmers currently enrolled in the schools. 
In addition, the project provided training 
on IPM techniques to over 200  

 s t a f f 
members of the Ministry of Agricul-
ture. The schools’ curriculum in the 
is adapted to local needs and condi-
tions and is continually evolving.  

This year the project produced a 25 
minute film which explained the con-
cept of farmer field schools in Pales-
tine and was aired on national televi-
sion. 

A Farmer Field School, 
Jenin  

FAO images  
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 Current Donor partners: 

helping to build a world without hunger 

Since the beginning of its presence in the 
WBGS, FAO has greatly emphasized the 
development of agricultural skills of women 
and recognized and advanced the construc-
tive role of women in supporting farming 
and food security. FAO incorporates women
-centered activities in its projects wherever 
possible and has worked with more than 1 
200 Palestinian women - mostly heads-of-
household - since 2004. On 15-16 October, 
FAO organized its second annual Khayrat 
Blady to showcase the achievements of ru-
ral women in Gaza. The exhibition was a 
great success, attracting approximately 5 
000 visitors and generating USD 9 000 (NIS 
33 700) for the women associations that 
benefited from the project (Annual Rural 
Women’s Gaza Marketing Exhibition; joint 
activity 806/ITA and 809/SPA funded by 
the governments of Spain and Italy). The 
skills transferred throughout the life of the 
project will be sustained by the women 
beneficiaries who will continue to process 
and market their prod-
ucts in the future.  

Food processing and 
effective marketing can 
empower women to im-
prove their household 
economic and food secu-
rity situation. FAO pro-
vided women beneficiar-
ies in Gaza with both 
training and inputs to 
help them to identify 
marketing opportunities 
for income generation. 
Over 360 women and 
girls received training 

on how to make cakes and biscuits, jams, pick-
les, dry vegetables and fruit, juices and dairy 
products, as well as how to best freeze and 
package food. The inputs and training enabled 
the beneficiary women to buy fruit and vegeta-
bles when they are at their cheapest, at the end 
of the season, and preserve them for other times 
of the year. FAO worked on marketing issues 
by training on marketing skills like packaging 
and market-oriented labeling, numeracy, book-
keeping as well as cash-flow and savings, to 
become more competitive on the local market. 
In general, women are faced with the challenge 
of financially supporting the household and 
finding alternative income-generating opportu-
nities in order to cope with household eco-
nomic insecurity and due to the continued clo-
sure on the Gaza Strip. FAO believes it is es-
sential to promote the participation of women 
in the social and economic life of their commu-
nities by empowering them to initiate and con-
duct entrepreneurial activities in agriculture and 
therefore improve food security.                                

Crowds Gather at the 2nd Annual Rural Women’s Gaza 

Marketing Exhibition  

The opening of the exhibition 15/10/09 FAO 
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Helping to build a world without hunger 

On 15 October 2009, the FAO 
Gender/Youth Deputy Project 
Manager, Ms. Intissar Eshtayah, 
visited Anata, a rural town in 
central West Bank, to address a 
crowd of women and commu-
nity leaders gathered to cele-
brate the International Rural 
Women’s Day. Ms. Eshtayah 
spoke about women’s promi-

nent role in agriculture, 
“nearly 70 percent of agri-
cultural work is done by 
women... despite this ma-
j o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n , 
48 percent of rural Pales-
tinian women carry out 
unpaid work, which means 
that their production is not 
calculated in the GDP and 
that they are not consid-
ered as part of the work-
force”. Recent surveys in 
WBGS consistently indi-
cate higher probability of 
food insecurity among 
rural households, women-
headed households, fami-
lies with higher proportion 
of female and child mem-
bers. FAO worked with 

2,400 Palestinian women 
since 2007 through four 
gender-targeting projects. 
Ms. Eshtayah said that 
s p e a k i n g  a t  R u r a l 
Women’s Day was a “good 
chance to raise and high-
light FAO’s role in pro-
moting the role of women 
in rural areas”.  

Organized by UNIFEM at the 
Anata Sabaya Center, the 
‘United Nations Day’ recog-
nizes the critical role and contri-
bution of rural women in en-
hancing agricultural and rural 
development, improving food 
security and eradicating rural 
poverty. It is celebrated on the 
eve of World Food Day, in or-
der to highlight the role played 
by rural women in food produc-
tion and food security. It was 
important to mark this day in 
Anata to demonstrate solidarity 
with Palestinian rural women 
and voice their particular needs 
and concerns.  

FAO Deputy Project Manager Speaks at International Rural Women’s 
Day Event 

Project Manager,  
Ms. Intissar Eshtayah 

15/10/09 FAO  
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