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25 May 2010 - The UN Humanitarian Country 

Team (HCT), led by acting Humanitarian    

Coordinator, Mr. Philippe Lazzarini, and the 

Association of International Development 

Agencies (AIDA), held a press event in the 

Gaza Strip to draw attention to the blockadeôs 

impact on the Agriculture and Fishery Sectors 

in Gaza. Joined by Ms. Martha Myers, AIDA 

Chairperson and Country Director of CARE 

International, and the Palestinian Non-

governmental Organizations Network (PNGO), 

the event highlighted the Agriculture Sectorôs 

potential to restore livelihoods and reduce 

food insecurity and unemployment levels. 

Held on farming lands in Gaza overlooking 

fishing boats in the sea, the event was sup-

ported by the Food and Agriculture Organiza-

tion of the United Nations (FAO), which acts 

as the sector lead agency  for Agriculture. The 

HCT has conducted a series of advocacy 

events to call for an end to the blockade.  

Event facilitator, Ms. Abir 

Quita, OCHA, Gaza, May 

2010 

The blockade, which has reached its three-year anniversary, 

greatly exacerbates the humanitarian situation in the Gaza 

Strip. Almost a year and a half after Operation Cast Lead 

(December 2009 ï January 2010), the prevalence of  food 

insecurity stands at 61 percent with unemployment at 39 

percent.  This event, which saw the participation of over fifty 

local and international press and sector representatives, fo-

cused on the blockadeôs impact on agriculture and fishing and 

highlighted the potential of the sector in rehabilitating the local 

economy. 

 

Parallel statements released by the acting Hu-

manitarian Coordinator and AIDA called upon 

the Government of Israel to facilitate full and 

unfettered access into and out of the Gaza Strip 

for materials and exports necessary for the re-

vival of the Agriculture and Fishing and for the 

lifting of restrictions imposed on Palestinian ac-

cess to farm land and fishing areas. ñWithout 

such improvements, the entire Fishing and 

Farming Sectors in the Gaza Strip are at risk of 

collapse,ò  Mr. Lazzarini said. 

ñThe steep decline in the productivity and 

profitability of the Agriculture Sector is a key 

factor behind increasing poverty and food 

insecurityò, Mr. Lazzarini, OCHA (below) 

¶ PROTECTï We  protect 

the most   vulnerable 

households from basic 

food insecurity and long-

term reliance on food 

aid 

¶ RESTOREðWe   re-

store the food security, 

local food production 

capacity, coping mecha-

nisms, rural livelihoods 

and self-sustainability of 

rural communities 

¶ ENHANCEðWe   en-

hance agricultural, live-

stock and fisheries pro-

duction for a quick and 

lasting recovery 

July 2010 

fao-wbgs news  




