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Last week, intense rains and storms brought a taste of the winter hardships in store for thousands of 
families who lost their homes in Operation Cast Lead.  An estimated 325,300 people were directly 
affected when their homes were either demolished or damaged in the Israeli military operation this 

January.  Since then, no repairs have been possible because no building materials have been allowed 
to enter the Gaza Strip.  Although some of the displaced families have been able to rent apartments, 
most are staying with relatives in overcrowded and unsafe conditions- including living in sectioned off 
“safe” areas of homes that were severely damaged and are structurally unsound.  For the poorest and 
most vulnerable of those affected, these options do not exist.  At least 500 children and their families 
continue to live in tents set up to serve as temporary shelters ten months ago.  A recent visit to the 

tented areas by the Gaza joint UN and INGO water and sanitation (WASH) cluster team found that the 
bulk of the tents were unsuitable for winter, and that this arrangement could not be a long term 
solution for those living there, including infants, children, and terminally ill and disabled people.    
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· Mortars/rockets/casualties/incursions:  According to reports, 3 rockets were directed by 

Palestinian armed groups from Gaza at Israeli forces this week (as compared with 3 rockets which 
were reportedly directed by Palestinian armed groups from Gaza at Israeli forces in the week 
ending 31 October).  There were reports of 5 military incursions and one Israeli shelling (compared 
with 1 Israeli airstrike and 5 military incursions reported in the previous week).  There were reports 
of 2 Palestinian injuries.  There were no reports of Israeli casualties.  In the previous week there 
were reports of 3 Palestinian injuries and no Israeli casualties. 

 
· Tunnel related fatalities:  According to reports, 1 Palestinian was killed in a tunnel in Rafah under 

the Egypt-Gaza border.  In the previous week, 1 Palestinian was also killed as a result of a tunnel 
collapse.                              

 
· Fishermen:  There was 1 reported incident of a Palestinian fisherman being fired at by Israeli naval 

vessels this week, while there were 2 incidents reported the previous week. Israeli forces prohibit 
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Palestinian access to fishing areas within three nautical miles from the coast by opening “warning 
fire” on some fishermen. 

 
· Farmers in the “buffer zone”:  There were two incidents reported of Israeli troops shooting from 

the border at Palestinian farmers, whereas there was one incident reported the previous week. 
Israeli forces prohibit Palestinian access to farming land along the border fence by opening 
“warning fire” on people approaching this so-called “buffer zone”. 

 
· Rafah border crossing:  This week, the Rafah border crossing opened six out of 7 days to 

process the large numbers of pilgrims bound for Mecca.  During those 6 days, 5020 people left 
and 1151 entered Gaza.  The previous week 571 people left and 38 entered Gaza.  

 
· Power plant and electricity supply:  1.5 million litres of industrial fuel were delivered to Gaza. 

This was 42% of the 3.5 million litres of fuel needed weekly to operate Gaza’s only power plant at 
the current maximum export capacity of 80Mw.  The previous week, 2.2 million litres of industrial 
fuel was reportedly delivered to Gaza.  The majority of the fuel continues to be transferred through 
the fuel installation station at Kerem Shalom in the far south of Gaza which is much slower and 
costs significantly more to use.  

 
· Cooking gas:  310 tons of cooking gas entered Gaza, 17% of the normal weekly need of 1,750 

tons.  The previous week, 407 tons of cooking gas were reported to have entered Gaza.  On two 
of the three days that cooking gas was delivered this past week, it was delivered through Kerem 
Shalom and reported as 4 truck loads each of the two days.  One truck load of cooking gas is 
equivalent to 24 tons.  For the first time the majority of cooking gas was imported through the new 
limited facilities at Kerem Shalon which are slower and cost significantly more to use. 

 
· Diesel/petrol:  179 thousand litres of petrol was reportedly delivered to Gaza this week for the 

exclusive use of UNRWA.  No diesel or petrol was delivered the week prior.  This year, small 
amounts of fuel for the open market have been allowed into Gaza from Israel on just four 
occasions since a ban on fuel imports was put in place by the Government of Israel in October 
2008. 

 
· Truckloads of  humanitarian supplies:  481 truckloads were permitted entry during the week, as 

compared with 522 trucks allowed into Gaza during the previous week. This is the equivalent of 
36% of the pre-blockade weekly average.   
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The risk that power cuts resulting from winter weather conditions will impede water and sanitation 
provision in Gaza is a key focus for the WASH cluster in Gaza.  Existing maintenance and repair 
projects have already been delayed through lack of authorisation from the Coordinator of Government 
Affairs in the Territories (COGAT) for the import of essential materials and spare parts.  Some of these 
were requested as long ago as July 2008.  Without these essential items pipes will become 
depressurized when power fails, increasing the risk of pollutants entering the network.  This risk is 
increased by the lack of water storage tanks whose repair has also been delayed because cement is 
barred from entering Gaza. 
  
The 120 or more families displaced when their homes were destroyed by Israeli operation 'Cast Lead' 
and still living in tents are vulnerable to flash flooding during severe winter rain storms.  Although 
CMWU has several ongoing projects to prepare for flash flooding they are also appealing to the 
international community for additional mobile storm pumps (as included in the current Gaza WASH 
Contingency Plan) and jetting vehicles for keeping sewers open. 
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 Diesel  Petrol Cooking 
Gas 

1-7 November  0 179 310 
 Percentage 

of need * 
 29% 23% 

Previous week   0 litres 0 litres 412 tons 
* Fuel association 2006 estimates - ** Imports of diesel and petrol were 
exceptionally authorized on 27 July, 4 August and 24 September 2009 since 
October 2008 

 
 
Delivery of Industrial fuel to the Power Plant (wee k): 

Industrial diesel Previous week 1-7 November 
 2.2  million litres 1.5 million litres 
Percentage of amount required to operate at 
maximum supply capacity of 80 MW 

42% 
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Truck originator Total for week 1-7 November 

UNRWA 35 
WFP 18 
UNICEF 8 
WHO 4 
ICRC 1 
Water Utility 3 
Commercial:  315 
Karni crossing:  97 
Total trucks for the week 481 

Percentage of weekly average 
before the blockade (April 2007) 

36% 
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UN OCHA Protection of Civilians Weekly Report:   28 October-3 November 2009 
http://www.ochaopt.org/?module=displaysection&section_id=104&format=html 
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Michael Robin Bailey in Jerusalem : +972 (0) 57 223 3014 – mrbailey@oxfam.org.uk 
Catherine Weibel in Jerusalem: + 972 (0) 54 639 5002 – catherine.weibel@oxfamnovib.nl 
Willow Heske  in Jerusalem:  +972 (0) 57 723 4126 – wheske@oxfam.org.uk 
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